
 The Interior Design Coalition of Nebraska is a collaborative effort by interior 
designers in Nebraska to pass legislation for a Title Act with voluntary certification 
for interior designers. Membership is individual; and membership dues specifically 
support legislative expenses incurred in the efforts to pass this legislation. Notwith-
standing concurrent membership in either/both organizations of ASID and IIDA, 
Coalition members strongly believe in the promotion of professionalism and stan-
dards for all interior designers in Nebraska through legislation. 

 The purpose of this newsletter is to bring you the latest news on the legisla-
tive front in Nebraska and to report on the efforts of the Interior Design Coalition of 
Nebraska. 

LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY UPDATE 

The Interior Design Coalition is working dili-
gently to introduce voluntary interior design title 
legislation in Nebraska during the 2008 legislative session.  The coalition’s activities 
have accelerated in the last few months.   

On October 19, an interim hearing was held by 
the legislature’s Government, Military and Veter-
ans Affairs committee.   The purpose of the interim hearing was to examine the is-
sue of creating a voluntary registry for interior designers.  Anita Wiechman (The In-
terior Design Firm), Tom Zuk (Holland Basham Architects), and Dean Drummond 
(UNL) all testified in support of interior design title legislation.  Dave Johnson, Presi-
dent-Elect of the AIA Lincoln Chapter read a brief statement from AIA National and 
the Nebraska AIA lobbyist testified in opposition.   

Scott Berryman, Annette Belitz Harmon, Doris 
Buell, and Jessica Doolittle met with the Engi-
neering and Architecture Board on October 29, 2007 in Lincoln.  The purpose of the 
meeting was to gain insight from the board on our bill draft as well as inform them of 
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Our Mission:  To ensure the Health, Safety and Welf are of the public through the establishment of a le gal definition  
of the Interior Design profession, standards, compe tency and the promotion of public awareness. 

STATUS 

INTERIM STUDY HEARING 

MEETING WITH E&A BOARD 
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our stance.  The ultimate goal would be to get their support for the bill to avoid any conflict 
with them upon introduction when the session starts in January.  They were very open with 
us and gave us several comments to think about.   We were very appreciative of their time 
and consideration. 

We have been meeting one-on-one with senators while they are in 
Lincoln for interim hearings.  This is a great – and inexpensive – way 

to reach the senators from the western parts of the state.  But, personal or business con-
nections would make those meetings have much more impact (see Grassroots and Sena-
tor Contact, below).  To date, coalition members have personally met with about 20 of the 
Senators.  These contacts will continue through November. 

We are soliciting help to try to obtain contacts from interior designers, 
supporters and students in order to reach each Senator across the 

state.  Any projects done in other parts of the state would help us make a contact.  Any 
hometown or family connections would be helpful.  And, any friends of friends twice re-
moved would help us garner those contacts as well.  Please look for a forthcoming email or 
contact any of the Steering Committee members. 

Between now and January, we are searching for a senator to sponsor 
the bill as a priority.  We have made several contacts with Sena-

tors.  While we have no commitment yet, we do have several who have offered to be co-
sponsors.  In the meantime, we are working to revise the bill wording into final draft form. 

We seem to be at a very positive stage right now.  Most of the Senators we have 
met with are very open to or already support our cause.  We are in talks with architects and 
engineers – they seem more willing than ever to remain open to our legislation.  We have a 
great lobbyist who is working extremely hard to guide us into getting the bill passed.  And 
our new administrator has been a great asset for us to lean on. 

CONTACT YOUR SENATOR 

One of the easiest ways that you can support 
the coalition would be to contact your Sena-

tor.  A personal contact from a constituent is much more meaningful to a Senator.  Don’t 
know who your Senator is?  Don’t know how to contact your Senator?  We have made it 
very easy for you.  Log into www.asid.org/legislation - halfway down on the page you will 
see CAPITAL CONNECTIONS with directions below on how to utilize this feature.  On the 
first page, you will see Nebraska Legislation, which will bring up letters you can send to 
your senators (this page will be updated as we proceed into the 2008 legislative session 
with a new bill number).  You can also enter your zip code and find your Senator, and write 
a letter from there.  IDCN will be notifying you via e-mail in January of bill updates and 
when it would be most effective to contact your Senator.  The new IDCN website, 
www.idcnebraska.org, is now up and running, and has a link to the Capital Connections 
feature.  Look for the “Email your legislator” button in the header. 

SENATOR CONTACTS 

GRASSROOTS 

THE BILL 

LEARN HOW TO CONTACT YOUR SENATOR 



INDIVIDUAL AND CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP 

Why should someone become a member of the Interior Design Coalition 
of Nebraska?  Anyone who wants to take the interior design profession in 
the state of Nebraska to a new level should consider becoming a member.  There are many 
levels to the yearly dues, so you can become a member at whatever level works for you.  And 
if you cannot contribute much money, we can always use your sweat equity.  Below are a few 
benefits to becoming a member. 

· Bi-weekly newsletter 

· Invitations to special events 

· Supporting the development of Interior Design as a profession  in the state of Nebraska 

Log onto the website, www.idcnebraska.org, and renew your membership for 2008 or join now! 

We are constantly looking for supporters – we need you and members of 
the community to support interior design title legislation via contact with 
your senators.  We also need monetary support due to the on-going costs of our lobbying ef-
forts and Senator and supporter outreach.  Log onto www.idcnebraska.org to get additional 
information on corporate sponsorship.  As a general guideline, following are the levels and 
benefits of corporate support: 

      Platinum Corporate Sponsor       $1000+   Includes Logo/Name on Website,  
       Newsletter & all other marketing material 

      Gold Corporate Sponsor     $500-$999      Includes Logo/Name on Website, and in
       Newsletter 

      Silver Corporate Sponsor             $250-$499      Includes Logo/Name on Newsletter 

      Bronze Corporate Sponsor          $100-$249 

 

 
EXTREME MAKEOVER– UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA, LINCOLN -  January 19, 2008:  Inte-
rior design students will be designing and remodeling group therapy rooms for CenterPointe’s 
Outpatient Services.  The goal is to create an inviting and comfortable atmosphere that is wel-
coming to clients and staff.  The philanthropic work for this community supported organization 
will benefit not only CenterPointe’s clients, but will strengthen the students understanding of 
what goes into the built environment and how greatly it can impact its end users.  Twenty nine 
students have signed up for the challenge!  Interesting in participating or sponsoring a stu-
dent?  Check the event out at www.idcnebraska.org (select Makeover Fundraiser at the top of 
the page). 

PROCLAMATION DAY AND SENATOR BREAKFAST - January 22 , 2008 - State Capitol: 
Student projects will be on display and student ambassadors will guide Senators through their 
projects.  Come and meet your Senator while promoting interior design title legislation in Ne-
braska! 
Upcoming Events continued on page 4  
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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 

SUPPORTERS / SPONSORS 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
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     Scott Berryman has worked in and around the Nebraska Unicameral for 
the last ten years.  He has served on the personal staff of Sen. Pam Redfield, 
as well as Legal Counsel to the Transportation and Telecommunications Com-
mittee of the Legislature.  Scott left public service for private industry in 2001 
when he became the State Manager for Law and Government Affairs for 
AT&T.  He was in private practice at Blackwell Sanders Peper Martin Law Firm 
in the corporate division, where he represented Seldin Company and the 
American Diabetes Association as a lobbyist.  Scott recently formed McGrain 
Berryman and Mines, a new public affairs company with former Senator Mick 
Mines and Jordan McGrain, a political campaign consultant. 

     Scott and his wife Paige have had 4 children in the last 5 years: Hannah (5), 
Charlie (2) and Betsy & Will (6 months).  Not surprising, Scott is very involved 
in issues of children's literacy and libraries.  He served as a Trustee of the 
Sump Memorial Library in Papillion, and just became a member of the Board of Directors of the Literacy Cen-
ter of the Midlands and the Eastern Library Association.  Scott relaxes with golf, bird hunting, and cooking. 
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Scott C. Berryman 

PO Box 85362 
Lincoln, NE  68501-5362 
Phone: 402-641-3402 
Fax: 402-643-2518 
E-mail: IDCN@windstream.net 

We’re on the Web! 

www.IDCNebraska.org 

Upcoming Events continued from page 3 

INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS - Dates and locations to be announced:   Learn about the interior design 
title legislation and how it will affect you.  More information to follow.   

IDCN DESIGNER GARAGE SALE - Date and location to be  announced:  Our second annual designer 
garage sale will be held in late spring.  This is a successful and fun project—we are expanding it this year.  
Watch for upcoming information. 
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    IDCN Steering Committee  

 

Doris Buell, ASID     Jessica Doolittle, IIDA  
Co-Chair                                                Co-Chair 
DB Interiors, Inc. dba HB Consultants  Altus Architectural Studios 
(402) 431-0300                                      (402) 614-4848 
 

Nancy Novak, IIDA                                Marilyn Hansen, FASID                        
Leo A. Daly      The Designers Furniture Gallery 
(402) 390-4252     (402) 498-8777 
 

Kim Ferguson, ASID                               Richard Klaas, ASID 
Leo A. Daly      Omaha Interiors & Design 
(402) 390-4410     (402) 551-9503 
 
Patti Haertel, ASID                                Charlsi Kratina, IIDA                             
Design Works      BCDM 
(402) 421-7171     (402) 391-2211 
 
Diane Honeyman, IIDA                          Lisa McCoid, AIA, ASID 
Leo A. Daly      D3 Interiors 
(402) 391-8111                                     (402) 502-7309 
 
Carol NePage, ASID                              Ed Svajgl, ASID                                     
Interiors International     University of Nebraska-Omaha 
(402) 330-8459                                     (402) 554-3088 
 
Kristen Nelson, Allied Member ASID              Betsy Gabb 
The Designers Furniture Gallery   University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
(402) 498-8777                                     (402) 472-9245 
 
Kristine Allen, Associate IIDA               Heather Robbins                                  
D.L. Couch Wallcovering Source   Leo A. Daly 
(402) 350-0720                                     (402) 391-8111 
 
Rhonda Jensen                                      Erin Stokes 
Rhonda Jensen     Leo A. Daly 
(402) 679-3989                                     (402) 391-8111 
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